
Vernon Alan Farrens
September 24, 1948 - May 27, 2023

Vernon Alan Farrens went to be with our Lord on May 27, 2023 after a long
and courageous fight against cancer. His final moments were spent
surrounded by his loving family. Al was born on September 24, 1948, to
Vernon F. Farrens and Ida L. Farrens and grew up on his family's farm/orchard
near Tonasket. 

 

After graduating from Tonasket High School in 1967, he joined the Army and
earned the rank of Sargent E-5 before he was sent to Viet Nam in 1969. Al
was assigned to be security guard and courier for the office of General William
Westmoreland. Al received several commendations during his time in country.
He returned to the States in 1970 and was released from active duty
immediately upon his return. 

 

When he arrived home, he took very little time setting about resuming his life
as a civilian by courting and marrying Mary Marlene Nelson of Okanogan on
May 29, 1971. Their marriage lasted 52 years and produced a son, Michael
Alan Farrens, and a daughter, Kristina Marie McIntosh, both living now in
Okanogan. 

 

Al was a quiet man but he loved his family and his friends. One special
lifelong friend was Dennis Brown of Tonasket. 

 



Al worked at the Crown Zellerbach mill in Omak, and the Okanogan Police
Department as a dispatcher before starting his real career as a Forestry
Technician for the U.S. Forest Service in Twisp and Winthrop. He worked in
the woods where he was the most happy. He fought forest fires and provided
the field work for the production of timber sales, and was respected for his
experience and knowledge on a variety of subjects. Al retired from the Forest
Service in 2009 and went home to enjoy the remainder of his life with his
family, especially his new grandson. 

 

He volunteered his time with the Okanogan Wild Life Council and was on the
Board of Directors for many years, including being a past President. 

 

Al was preceded in death by his parents, his father-in-law Linvel Nelson, his
brother-in-law Richard L. Nelson, and his nephew Douglas Nelson. He is
survived by his wife Marlene and his son Mike, daughter Kristina, and his
grandson Ryder P. McIntosh all of Okanogan. He is also survived by his sister
Anita McCormick (Calvin) of Post Falls, ID, and brother-in-law Chet Nelson
(Sandy) of Omak, also numerous cousins, nieces and nephews. 

 

Per Al's wishes, a graveside service will be held at the Okanogan Cemetery
on June 17, 2023 at 11:00 a.m. A potluck luncheon will follow at the
Okanogan Eagles lodge for friends and family to share stories and memories
in his honor. The family would like to thank the employees of Confluence
Health Oncology and Enhabit Home Health and Hospice for all their expert
help and loving care. In lieu of flowers, please send a donation in Al's name to
either the Okanogan Wild Life Council or to the Wildland Firefighter
Foundation. Both of these organizations meant a great deal to him.



Previous Events

Graveside Service

JUN 17. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (PT)

Okanogan City Cemetery
114 Cemetery Road
Okanogan, WA 98840
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October 23, 2023 at 01:06 AM

Vernon Alan Farrens

Stephen Quigg - June 15, 2023 at 12:08 AM

Alan sodomized me when I was 5, 
Got me to smoking when I was 6 
As we stood on the side walk watching the smoke billowing out of
the Tonasket High School gym he told me he was up there smoking
and started the fire. He liked fire, used to flick his burning cigarettes
out the car window especially during the summer. I told him it's
dangerous you could start a fire, he just laughed. Only God knows
how many of those fires that he "fought" he actually started himself
so he could make money "fighting" them. 
Very few people know what kind of a person Alan was really like.
Most of them are already dead, I'm not. 
Feel free to put me on a polygraph. Due to being ostracized from
my family due to crimes I didn't even commit I feel no obligation to
keep family secrets. 
If you don't like what I said, too bad, I didn't like being sodomized
either.


